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these little villages.   Many of them are good men
and help the villagers.   But they are ignorant, too."
"Oh, I'm not blaming you? Ratemahatmaya. I'm
not blaming any one. And it's late if we are to start
early to-morrow. You had better take your friend
away with you and put him in the lock-up. Tell
them to give him some food if he wants it. Good
night."
The Ratemahatmaya shook Silindu until he woke
up. It was some little while before he realised where
he was, and then that he had to set out again with
the Ratemahatmaya. He turned to the magistrate.
"Where are they taking me to, Hamadoru?"
"You will be taken to the prison. You will have
to stay there until you are tried."
"But I have told the truth to the Hamadoru. Let
him give his decision. It is to end it all that I
came here.77
"I can't try you. You will have to be tried by
the great judge."
"Aiyo, it is you I wish to judge me. You are a
hunter, and know the jungle. If they take me away
now, how do I know what will happen? What will
they do to me? Let it end now, Hamadoru."
"I am sorry, but I can't do anything. You will
be charged with murder. I can't try you for that.
The great judge tries those cases. But no harm